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Social Stratification and Mobility
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Social Stratification : Concepts and Definitions
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Human beings differ from each other in many different ways. We have
different external characteristics and circumustances. We begin life with
different endowments of inherited wealth and liabilities. We live in different
natural environments — some more hostile than others. The societies and the
communities to which we belong offer very different opportunities as to what
we can or can not do. The epidemiological factors in the region in which we
live can profoundly affect our health and well-being .
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But in addition to these differences in natural and social enviornments and
external characteristics, we also differ in our personal charactertstics (e.g.
age, sex, physical and mental abilities). And these are important for assessing
inequality. For example, equal incomes can still leave much insquality in our
ability to do what we would value doing. A disabled person cannot function
in the way an ablebodied person can, even if both have exactly the same
income. Thus, inequality in terms of one variable (e.g. income) may take us in
a very different direction from inequality in the space of another variable (e.g.
functioning ability or well-being).
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"Inequality refers to the condition in which people don't have equal access to
social rewards, such as, money, power and prestige."
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"Stratification is one social mechanism through which inequality is perpetuated
over generations, producing a hierarchical strata of people in society"

Neil J. Smelser.
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It follows from the survey that, as there is hardly any inequality in the state of
nature, all the inequality which now prevails owes its strength and growth to the
development of our facilities and the advance of the human mind, and becomes
at last permanent and legitimate by the establishment of property and laws.
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